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DEDICATION. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 

That I have the vanity to flatter 
myself my labours v^^ill not prove unacceptable to 
the great and the wise, is evident from my dedi- 
cating the following few pages to you. At the 
same time that I wish to confer distinction on my 
work, I am eager to seize an opportunity of ex- 
pressing my respect and admiration for the task 
you have imposed on yourselves, and the manner 
in which you acquit yourselves of it. To pro- 
mote Christian Knowledge is indeed to confer a 
blessing which '* passeth all understanding/^ and 
will call down on you the ecstatic praises and 
thanksgivings of millions whose woe-fraught ex- 
istence had else been doomed to pass in ignorance, 
and perhaps guilt, devoid of the only bright and 
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steady light which can soothe the heart and cheer 
the spirit from the cradle to the grave, and beams 
like the one glittering star o'er the tempest-tost 
mariner, which guides him to home and safety, 
through the T^ild roar of winds and the weary 
waste of fathomless waters. The subject on which 
I write is not foreign to the great object of your 
labours ; and, that you may not deny it the meed 
of your approbation/ is the fervent hope of, my 
Lords and Gentlemen, 

YoU^ taost obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

K. C. M. 
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PREFACE. 



It is, I thihkj but a bad compliment which authors 
generally pay the Public, when they apologize for 
laying their works before if, and plead the encou- 
ragement of some '*^ partial ^nd approving friend," 
as their only excuse for occupying the time of their 
readers with the perusal of volumes, which, with 
much mock humility, they profess to consider un- 
worthy their attention. I do not commence witfi 
any of these apologies, because I have too real a 
deference for public taste, to offer any work to its 
inspection, the subject of which 1 do not think 
worthy its consideration. I am not aware that 
the ideas I have developed in the following pages 
have appeared before, or been discussed by any, of 
the many talented authors, the bright scintillations 
of whose genius have shed such a dazzling lustre 
on the present Augustan aera of literature. As one 
who has deviated from the beaten track therefore, 
and entered the first on a wide and unexplored 
region, 1 claim the indulgent attention of my 
readers, and, should they discover many errors in 
my mode of advocating my opinions, let the no- 
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velty of the subject plead my excuse, without 
throwing any discredit on those opinions them- 
selves, which, suggested by chance rather than in- 
tent study, have nevertheless been strongly con- 
firmed by experience and reflection. 

That my attention should have been directed 
to a question so serious and momentous, will 
scarcely excite a feeling of surprise in the readers 
of the present day, who are accustomed to find, 
even in their lightest reading, the gravest and most 
abstruse subjects adequately discussed. 

The perusal of Novels is no longer time wasted 
in idle and uninstructive, if not pernicious delinea- 
tions of characters and incidents which find no 
parallel in real life, and unfit the mind for graver 
study or more abstract contemplation. Many 
Authors of both sexes, highly gifted with infor- 
mation and genius, have introduced a new style 
into these species of writings ; and while raising 
the Novel to a new and more elevated standard, 
have also prepared mere Novel readers to enter 
into, and appreciate disquisitions and abstruse spe- 
culations which, a century since, would never have 
advanced beyond the page of the Philosopher or 
shelf of the Student and Divine. If so much is 
allowed to the Novel, some extension of privilege 
may also be demanded for the Pamphlet — and 
these few pages claim no higher title — but it is 
hoped their subject may not prove uninteresting 
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to a reading and reflecting Public^ who may justly 
make it their boast, that at no period or in no age 
did their approbation carry so far the general dif- 
fusion of knowledge, and consequent improvement 
in liberality of sentiment and toleration towards 
opinions and arguments which though new, may 
not prove wholly unfounded or unworthy of exa^ 
mination. 
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THE 



ORIGIN OF MAN. 



Satan, the most proud and haughty of the archangels 
of heaven, refusing at length his homage before the 
Eternal Throne, drew on himself and his miscfuided host 
of erring spirits, the indignation of the Omnipotent, 
whose word is /aw?, and whose will is Jhte. God, justly 
incensed at their daring and ungrateful rebellion against 
his immutable authority, resolved that their chastisement 
should be an eternal banishment from that glorious 
hemisphere, whose sanctity their unholy presence pol- 
luted ; and, precipitating them from that Paradise they^ 
were unworthy to enjoy, he bid them bewail in Chaos 
and Despair, their endless misery and unparalleled guilt. 
Justice was thus appeased, but even sin and ingratitude 
thus atrocious, could not stifle the pleadings of that God- 
like mercy which even condescended to pity and ame- 
liorate the fate of that fallen band which had ^-acrile- 
giously defied the power of Omnipotence itself. " And 
God said. Let there be light, and there was light," Dark- 
ness and Chaos disappeared before the Almighty com- 
mand, and vacuum became gradually replete with the 
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essence of life and mortality ; Beings co*eval and co- 
eternal with God, whose only occupation in immensity 
of space, had hitherto been to enjoy the felicities of the 
regions of the blest, and sing their sacred Hallelujahs be- 
fore the Throne of Light, now looked down with wonder 
and astonishment on the creation of n new world, and 
from the heights of Eternity watched with intensity of 
interest, the birth of Time ! This universe, then, sprung 
to view, clothed in beauty and glowing in verdure, but 
still inferior. Alas ! how inferior to the glorious regions 
Sin had for ever forfeited I Even thus, however, it was 
too fair and lovely for the beings whose shelter it was 
destined to become, and it remained for Sin itself, with 
all its overwhelming flood of pride and pa^ions, to ren«* 
der it a Hell, which should fit it as a place of torture 
and punishment for traitors to their God, and betrayers 
of th^ir benefactor^ 

It was Tiow that animal life first awoke into e^i^istence : 
and in this new shape were the fallen band imprisoned, 
i^d condemned to suffer all that the spirit of evil within 
their own perverted breasts could inflict. They had, 
however, gradations in their wickedness ; and these gra« 
dations, dividing them into two classes, each were, by 
their just Judge, allotted a separate sphere of action and 
endurance. Inflated pride, and criminal amt^t^, had 
led Satan, and the ringleaders of his wild rebellion, to^ 
defy the will of the Most High, and refuse to acknow- 
ledge a power superior to themselves. These^ then, 
the original movers of sin, were the most guilty, and as 
such formed the first class ; and as they had proved themf^. 
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selves unworthy of a high sphere, even when madly seek* 
11^ to attain a higher^ so did their just punishment de» 
ft ade them to the /otoe</ sphere of animal existence, and, 
as Tenomous reptiles or noxious wild beasts,, presents 
them an. awful picture of the vengeance of an outraged 
and offended Godf The second class was formed of 
^oise wfaoih weakness, and the evil counsels of others, 
rafter thaa the inhierent depravity of their own nature 
had led to err ; though, had the germ of sin and ingrati* 
tude not originally existed within them, the hand of the 
tempter had not succeeded in raising a stem whose shade 
coald thus have daricened their future prospects for ever^ 
These last were allotted (as an additional chastisement) 
power and dominion over the former, under the name of 
Man; but such was the universal sway of pride over that 
adiole fidlen host, that, in the beginning, two only of all 
its countless multitudes were found worthy of even thif 
mitigated punishment, and admitted to superiority of 
form over the others. For these two a garden had be^< 
created, ricb in beauty, and luxuriant in vegetation-*—, 
the Eden of Mf« world, though dbtant as time ia to eteiw 
nity from the Eden they had lost. WeaknesM^ rather than 
uncktdness^ continued thieir distinguishing charad;eristM^ 
though pride and disobedience still mingled with th^ir 
b^kter qualities; amd, like noxious weeds in a verdant bed 
of iowars, d^oked up the tender buda of sw^^tcjst p^« 
fume and brightest beauty^ but to taint the cmce pure 
almospkera around with their own rank shade and jpK 
fluenee.. They had fallen from the angelic sphief e to pay 
tke penalty of crime ; and they were consequently but 
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condemned to a state of bitter trial and constant en- 
durance. The laws of God, at incessant variance with 
the evil inclinations of their own hearts, were laid before 
theniyand their infringement was to entail the loss of even 
that last fair resting-place which mercy had hitherto de- 
creed for the abode of man. Passion warred with /ear 
— humility with arrogance — vice with the last lingering 
shades of virtue — until man's own breast became the 
Hell that was meet punishment in the eye of vengeance 
itself, even for the sin of devils ! 

The tempter, writhing in all the agonies of mortified 
pride and wounded ambition, condemned to assume the 
form that best typified his envenomed malice, and 
placed him lowest in the scale of created beings, once 
more advocated guilt and whispered disobedience. — 
Alas ! the experience of the past was not a suflicient 
lesson for the future. The sinister voice of the serpent 
was listened to; the spirit of evil prevailed, and the 
earthly Eden was lost by disobedience^ as the heavenly 
sphere had been forfeited by ingratitude. The last faint 
vestige of former glories faded and disappeared before 
the breath of sin, as the withering floweret closes its 
leaves and dies beneath the deadly shade of the poison- 
ous Upas ! 

The second transgression was visited by its pre-or- 
dained consequences ; to struggle with his passions, and 
conquer his own weakness, was yet a task too great for 
Man ; and as those passions and feelings were only in- 
flicted on him as a creature suffering under divine wrath, 
and he was but endowed with the shape of Man^ as the 



meet reward of his previous guilif be could not com- 
plain if an addition to that guilt brought upon him also 
an aggravated punishment. Banishment from Eden was 
not the only consequence of his error ; the earth was 
cursed for the sin of fallen angeb, and in sorrow was 
Man doomed to reap of the fruits all the days of his life ; 
he was now condemned to toil for his daily subsistence, 
and earn his bread by the sweat of his brow. The lofty 
Archangel, whose sphere was Eternity, and attribute 
Beatitude, now lost, sunk, suffering, and degraded, felt 
too late that the recompense of iniquity is tears, ** And 
the wages of sin is death." The sentence of Grod on 
the expulsion of the rebellious archangels from heaven, 
had been eternal banishment, and the word of God is 
unchanging. To return was, therefore, rendered im- 
possible; but their fate had still been softened and 
ameliorated as far as mercy dared temper justice, had 
^ their second transgression in Eden not proved them un- 
worthy of forbearance, and doomed them to drink to the 
very dregs the bitter cup of affliction poured out by the 
hand of an offended Deity. The passions inflicted on 
them, as a curse, were yet controllable by the strong 
voice of reason, did not wilful impetuosity turn a deaf 
ear to her remonstrances ; and as the aggravation of their 
- fate was the free choice of these misguided beings, their 
consequent sufferings are no impeachment of the mercy 
of their justly incensed Judge. Death was now added 
to the measure of their calamities, and in that awful and 
mysterious disunion of the immaterial soul from the cor- 
poreal frame, well did they shuddering view and ac- 



knowledge the Typb of their separation from heavenly 
.nature, and union with sin^ dtut^ and grovelling mor^ 
tality. The earth at large was their place of confine- 
ment and punishment. The laws of God, to which Man 
gave the name of nature^ provided for its continuance 
and general order; while, divided into sex€$^ the fallen 
s{Hrit8 continue the preservation of their species in 
animal form ; each spirit after decUk re-entering another 
shape, and having pursued its allotted career, again 
enduring the separation of immaterial from material 
frame, and appearing at the judgment seat of heaven, 
claimed a superior or inferior state of suffering in its 
next stage of trial, as the reward, of its increased or 
diminished subjection to the dominion of sin. The irre- 
vocable fiat had gone forth, and heaven itself was no 
longer open to that once glorious host ; but mercy yet 
pleaded for alleviation of suffering for those who (al- 
though late) made the law of God their rule, and the 
subjection of their passions thejr study. 

The Immaterial Spirit could nof be subjected to the 
dominion of Time. — Coeval and coeternal with God 
himself, the existence of the offending archangels could 
not be annihilated, though the dominion of sin had re« 
<hiced them to an eternal state of suffering. It is an imm 
iMiahle law of God,, that matter^ however divisible or 
compressible, cannot be forced out of existence : and» 
Aoilgh outraged and offended. He still in mercy adhered 
to this law in his spiritual s^ in bis temporal kingdom ; 
and, having once permitted their existence, doomed them 
not to utter extinction ; thus, however various the stiapes 



they might assume, or the changes they txiight undergo, 
the actual number of o£Eending spirits neither increased 
nor diminished with the lapse of age. Thus, although 
in the commencement Adam and Eve formed the only 
two endowed with human shape, it was not that two 
^irits alone had etred ; not when, at the period of the 
deluge, the world was peopled in all its quarters, and 
Man had multiplied to infinity, it was not that an in- 
creased number had been added to the offending host — 
it was, that many, who had been doomed at first to a still 
meaner sphere, were at last permitted to assume the 
name of Man, and though ever varying, increasing, di- 
viding, and disappearing to the palpable senscj the num- 
ber still, in fact, remained the same, and so for ever must 
have remained, had not the blood of a heavenly Re- 
deemer at length re-opened the gates of life, and bfiered 
a sacrifice of sufficient magnitude to atone for even 
the crimes of demons! Many ages, however, passed, 
and Man, so far from being worthy of redemption, or 
profiting by the past mercies shewn him, displayed the 
Vices of his original nature to so revolting a degree, 
that, heartstruck, Mercy fled from the direful scene, 
while rigid Justice had well nigh doomed the world to 
the original chaos fi*om whence it sprung, to form, per- 
haps, another, still more replete with torture, and fitter 
for condign punishment. One family yet remained, 
whose paths were not the paths ** of darkness,'' and for 
that one family the voice of mercy still prevailed against 
the tempest of wrath and desolation, and pleaded not iii 
vain. Noah and his ^ns received the divine command 
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which preserved themselves and a certain number of 
other species of the offending host from death, while the 
rest were swept away in that horrific flood which brought 
extermination and destruction on an universe at large ! 
Chaos thus again became the doom of the disembodied 
spirits, until the earth, being cleared of the waters, and 
the promise made to Noah, that no such inundation 
should a second time deform the fair face of creation, thej 
were once more permitted to return and prove their re- 
pentance for the past by amendment for the future. It 
was one addition to their punishment that the spirit, 
(which received the name of soul from Man,) could not 
communicate its previous state to the corporeal frame* 
Mind was limited to the understanding of Time alone, 
nor w^e the secrets of Eternity permitted to be revealed 
to it ; thus, although the attendant Spirit was indivisible 
until Dealhy from the substantial form to which it was 
chained, it could not impart to that form any knowledge 
of its previous condition, and Man was left free to choose 
between good and evil, and follow the laws of God or 
Sin, but ignorant of the source from whence he sprung, 
or the evil to which he owed his origin. Pride, which 
caused the fall of the Archangel, was equally a marked 
feature in the character of Man. Ever unwilling to ac- 
knowledge a superior, or own a Sovereign Lord and 
Master, Obedience and Humility were lessons which 
the severest tuition could scarcely impress on his un- 
tameable spirit. The sphere from which he had fallen 
was still the object of his passionate desire, and with the 
lapse of ages another attempt to reverse the decrees of 
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the Omnipotent, ^ve evidence of how much th^se chiU 
dren of wrath had ^et to learn of their degradation and 
feebleness. The building of the Tower of Babel, origin 
nating in a sacrilegious wish to scale to Heaven, which 
they had proved themselves unworthy to enjoy, only ended 
in their uttel* and well-^merited confusion ; for, although 
a holy prombe guaranteed th^m from a second deluge, 
an omnipotent power was yet equal to disconcerting 
their plans and overwhelming their futile attempts to 
dare his authority and dispute his will; divided among 
themselves by the confusion of tongues, which was the 
only notice God deigned to their folly, it became neceSi^ 
sary to separate and give up a scheme which was as re- 
markable for the daringness of its intent, as the means of 
its failure — a proof at once, of the extravagant and un- 
due pride of the creature, and the merciful forbearance 
of the Creator. The mighty host was now compelled to 
form divisions, which, strangers among their kind, spread 
over the face of the earth, and attaching themselves to 
particular portions of territory, gave rise to the various 
nations which bear their name, or speak their language. 
The spirit of evil, however, was far from quelled — in- 
crease of numbers afforded security of possession ; and as 
severity of labour diminished, the tide of pasisions and 
original guilt increased, until the avenger's hand was 
once more called for, to stay the progress of a flood which 
threatened to sweep away all the bounds of moral re- 
straint in its furious career. The congregation of 
multitudes ensured security to guilt, and the once 
proud cities of Sodom and Gomorrah became lament- 
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abln iiiftaQCM of ibm depravity to which angelie naturii 
hi* its fltUen stete, ootild attitim The intercesrioii of 
a 1^ etring^ Ipirit k^d obtained a promise from Ood^ 
IkAt, were ieH righteous tnen alone to be found witbiii 
ifaeir walb, these deyoted cities Miould be spared toi 
ttieir sakes ! But, alasl hot even Hen in all that ihtMg 
pf gtiiltj sinners, could be found worthy to avert thd 
course of divine wrath | and their destrifction by fire 
and brim^ne held them up as a terrible Sample to aiil 
posterity of the enormity of guilt and the certainty of 
retribution. Acts of aggression, rapine, and injustice—^ 
hostility, cruelty^ war, and murder, told a fearful tate of 
the prevalence of evil on earth, and the spirit of sin itt 
Man ; some^ indeed, are spoken of in Bible history iHi# 
were less criminal than the others, but (as we may reisu 
sonably infer,) were termed righteous and just from the 
COMPARATIVE inferiority of guilty rather than entire 
devotion to virtue^ as many of their acts Still spoke of the 
original tatnt, and ever expose them as the frail erritig 
creature with whose very nature the laws of God and 
kolineas were at variance ; and to whom it was as la^ 
borious a penance to do rights as it was to the fabled 
Hercules of old to achieve the performances of his twelve^ 
gigantic labours* The conduct of Abram and Sarai 
towards Hagar and her child — ^that of Lot and his 
daughters, who alone were judged worthy of preserira-^ 
tion from the devouring element which spoke the ana^ 
thema of God against Sedom and Gomori'ah-^that of 
David towards Uriah and his wife — and many such in- 
siaaees of the deeds of the Men of Ood in the earlier 
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$g^, tell indeed of a fearful degree of depravitjr and 
giiiU, siaoe those iviio were capable of them were deenm 
^d superior to all their kind in tanciitjf and virtue I 
It were useless to dwell on all the facts wb^ch dearly. 
prOTe the escitting link between the nature of Saian and 
Mem — {ptiM HUtoriaHf to whom the eveats of past sfgpes 
are as familiar as the circumstances of the passing hour | 
the Theologiaif who has shuddered oyer the denouncing 
pages of Opposing Controversialists; and tho Warrior^ 
whose glory is purchased by the blood and extermiaa-^ 
tion of his suffering fellow*«creatures ; hate all a boob lo 
stud^f wherein the. fact is ao Joroiblg exposed that every 
page but adds a stronger evidence of its truth and uom 
deniable resJity. In all his humiliation and degrada** 
tion, however, Man still clung to the sacred promise 
which beamed over his weary path, as his only ray of 
tight and hop^ ; . that the seed ** of the woman should 
braise^the serpent's head/' But even in receiving the 
fulfilment of this promise ; even when a holy sacrifice^ of 
which millions of worlds were unworthy^ was about ta 
open the gates of eternal life for his re^ntrance— «veli 
then did Man contrive to add a cliniax to all his previ-^ 
ous guilt, and heap coals of fire on the already blazing 
spirit of evil and demoniac malignancy. Ages of Suffering 
and sorrow had elapsed since the creatidn of the worlds 
and it still continued undiminished in the number of itl^ 
guilty inhabitants'-^uncbanged in its subjection to th^. 
dominion of sin. .The voice of mercy pleaded for an 
example of purity, and a spirit of holiness ^ whose banqerv 
might yet recall the lost spirits frdm their ways of errorv 



and assemble them once more in the light of truth ; and 
bj offering an atonement of suifficient magnitude to 
redeem their past crimes, lead them to repentance, and 
purchase for them pardon and peace; even this was 
accorded — ^the Son of God, the Lamb without ble- 
mish, and the Spirit without taint, offered ^mself a wiU 
ling Tictim at the shrine of wrath, and, taking upon hiai* 
self the nature, submitted to the punishment due to the 
crimes of Man. ^ God, of the substance of his Father,, 
begotten before the world ; and Man, of the substance 
of his mother, born in the world:" he sunk the power of 
his godhead in the frailer nature of manhood, and from 
the period of his birth to the hour of his death, gave evi^ 
dence of the divinity of his mission, and displayed only 
a perfect example of virtue and patience, enduring from 
the hands of the beings he came to save, the bitterest ex- 
cess of suffering, treachery, and ingratitude. The name 
of Jesus Christ was bestowed as the signet of redemp- 
tion upon erring worlds, and the watch-word of salva- 
tion to hosts of lost and mighty spirits ; while He who bore 
that holy name, the Son of God, and the Saviour of Man, 
condemned to lowly station, and nursed amongst bis 
bitterest foes, underwent an unparalleled continuity of 
persecution, his best actions wrested to afford opportu- 
nity of reviling him, and suffering at length a cruel 
death of ignominy and shame upon the cross, sought at 
die gates of Heaven forgiveness for his murderers, and 
proclaimed to the astonished and awe-struck spirits of - 
beatitude, the triumphs of a world redeemed ! 
The promise long dwelt on was fulfilled; even the 
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power and perfection of the divinity conld gb no ftiHber, 
tad the atonement to justice and wrath bemg' made, the' 
long-closed entrance to felicity was re-opened, and hope 
once more permitted to died her rainbow light o'er sirf*' 
fering and degraded mortality. 

' Finite reason cannot be supposed to attain to the mi^' 
derstanding of Infinite Wisdom: it is not therefore 
•for Man — ^the offspring of sin, and creature of time- 
to judge of perfection, and question Eternity. 

That a fearful sacrifice was required to expiate a fear- 
M fault is not however beyond the ken of his limited 
eompr^ension, and thus much Grod has vouchsafed to 
him to know; — that prevailing sin, whose influence de- 
prived him of heaven, and tore him from Eden— ^pride, 
the bane of the Archangel and the curse of Man, still 
urges him to reject the saving hand which is held out to 
him, and cavil at the means employed for his redemp- 
tion. Forgetting, frail erring being ! that his own weak- 
ness and unworthiness incapacitates and unfits him to 
cotnprehend the fulness and beauty of every measure 
adopted by infinite majesty and perfection. He invokes 
reason, and appeals to his limited views of justice and 
mercy against a doctrine which speaks of the sacrifice 
of one as the atonement for the guilty of many. Oh, 
Man ! vain worm ! — Canst thou tell the wind whence it 
Cometh, or whither it goeth f — Canst thou count the num- 
ber of worlds which stud the hemisphere of heaven, and 
tell howthey are formed, or why they are there placed? 
— Canst thou say how thou thyself art created, or wilt 
thou tell me why thou art fashioned of the earth ;<on 
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mhkk tliou trei^dfislv cMMrby to itrcfrfd boiom thou wilt 
netum na food'fdr Hi mteaett 9ep4il«s;f If tby bonsted 
<freas^" attm^ iiot to t)ie'. understanding of ttuBM 
things^ hoir dt^rtst thoit lift thine eyes on high t» scan 
the power of infinity, and /(ElleTate thynlf into an en-^ 
quirer and judge of the uiTsterious pasi and invisible 
fijrtinef 

•Many, however, whDS^/ short-sightedness -does oeA- 
reach to .ttuai extent of UiB^ing them to the wliole tmth, 
cmtmt tbeixiseivcis with only questioning a. part. These 
afokmwledge and worship the sacred mystery ^ the 
Tf iility \t Untty^ and accept the faith of the salt atitM» 
ofered Aem foy their Redcb^mer, hut trade their ^rigmmt 
$i^ no Mghe» tfaail the foribiture of Eden by our firsi 
pi^(j^U.t9» and look for another world of fir^ and loririir«l 
etffmikl 9» t place of retributioii for the guilt of the pre^ 
sotBi^ AlasJ does, this scene : of mis^y and every bitter 
vatiety of woe= require aggravation even as a doom fop 
the obftldrisn.of wrath 9 Would tiie transgression of Dotf 
human beings -. have drawn down from the hand of a 
mei^iful Creator, perdition on the head of alK tbeir 
g«^ratk>u; fNtta tb^ commencement of time to the oih 

duranca of eferiaijty, bad that tw<^ oaAy been, the perpe<v 
ta^aitors of guiU .and crime fi No! God,, although ^m 
jfalpus (Sodj» witiag the sins, of the fathers upon the 
olpyi^drea. tot the third and fourth generation/' would not 
hf^ye deomed the. unhom innocents of future i^s, audi 
ifi cowilecir millions, to all the agony of struggles 
wiMi dieir passions and hourly besetting miseries smd 
temptations, had they not a/lparticipated in one omr« 
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MIM m io their F^mal ^ri^mqi fS»rm» #p4:4ial nmw. 
pMH9f siq h^yin^ burled ttiem fr^lll tfieif oo^q birtffbt^ 
re%a of gloKj^ t« thi» d?a of puoitbiiiept wd; |ia«|r^: 
DO otber qtr fH>rse i^h^e of .e^^Wteuoe wuft r0quic<id 
to murk tiie expreaslon of diyine wrath and bd^- 
nittion* The miirefxro^entetioos of the word HeBi» imd: 
miaundefsiaiidmg of the metupbcoric style in which. th6 
BiUe is written baa» without doubt, led to ti^is errsr ; 
wUch howoYer philosophic research and frith in tta' 
mercj of our Creator would alike induce us to ooi>*. 
rect — though ^ what man knoweth the thinga of a ma% 
save the spirit of man which is in himf -Kven so die 
things of God knoweth no man» but the Spfirit of Qod^?^* 
Yet» when sought with meekness and huiiPttlttj, theseim)Mb*u 
teries are not so much beyomd comprehension ae wben 
enquired into with the dogmatic spirit of an Infidel and 
a Sceptic. Upon an accurate and patient investigation^ 
of the nature of Man, so many circumstances and cbarac^^ 
teristics evidence his dose affinity to the spirit of wrath> 
that the philosopher has little else to do but study* bf 
the radiant light of truth, and dissipate '^U doubt by a 
reference to the divine writings where the degenerate 
nature pf Man, and his pronenese' to evil and ertor, 
is constantly alluded to and inmsted on. Faith, in th^ 
mercy of our Lord, on the other hand^ induces us to 
believe that a two^fold punishment for oiin FAir«.'r, 
would be incompatible with the perfection of bis chflk^ 
raeter; and as Earth was our doom for poUttting the 
angeUc sphere, one lengthened course of suffering and 

• 1 Cor. chap. x\r. vetse II. *' J . 
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sorrow htve may atone, through the mediation of our 
Saviour, (or the enotmity of guilt without another and 
more horrible penalty. That particular passage of the 
Apostles' creed, however, which, of our Saviour saiys — 
^Hb \ilescinded into hell, the third day He arose again 
from the dead, &c«" is advanced by some as a strong 
objection to the inference that rtt« world iUane is our 
place of punishment for previous transgression. Hell 
being considered the ** Lake of Fire," where the world 
of lost .spirits receive their final and eternal need of 
condemnation and woe. It is written, ^Uhere is a mo- 
tmtah body, • and there is a spiritual body,'' (1 Cor. 
chap.x. V.44) Now. it .has already been explained, 
that the ncaural was only inflicted on the spiritual 
body as a chastisement for its defalcation from the 
original principles of holiness and virtue. Subject to 
the laws of mortality, the natural body is obedient 
to the dominion of deaths which, though annihilation 
tp it f:is. to. the spiritual body but the type of its se«- 
paration : from heavenly nature, and a bitter remem- 
brance of its precipitation from a pure essence of light 
and spirituiality to an union with guilt and sin, as the 
mortal frame is doomed from a high state of life and 
intelkictual vigour to an union with dust, clay, and 
ashes. Death, therefore, is to the spiritual body a con^ 
stant remembrancer of its primal error and violent sepa- 
caAion fi^m the mortal frame which formed its prison- 
house for sin ; which frame, although it had endowed 
with thought and consciousness for all the period of its 
mortid career^ it beholds consigned to the chill grave to 
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mii^le with the very earth on which it tranpled, and 
become food for the very worms which it despised! 
Needs there another hell for an immortal spirit f Can 
humiliation or degradation go farther, for one whose 
fitting place was near the throne of the Most Higfa*^ 
an Archangel of Heayen— an attendant on God ! This 
glorious sphere was, however, lost ; and had been lost 
Jinr ever, had not the sacrifice of Christ for sin wiped the 
foul blot from the page of eternity, and his endurance of 
death and degradatioti like thU* The hell which S8i 
had brought upon creation, was the last link in the chain 
of suffering he underwent to emancipate an erring and 
guilty world. The previous passage of the same creed, 
that '^ He was crucified, dead, and buried,'' does not 
disprove the above argument, because the Bible, though 
a history of our religious faith, does not claim to inform 
OS of the things of the inviMle kingdom, which it ex* 
pressly asserts are beyond our comprehension; using, 
therefore, the language of the temporal world, it speaks 
of his *^ death and buriaP' as relating to the mortal 
frame of Jesus Christ, and << his descent into hell and 
resurrection from the dead," as relating to the spiritual 
body, without defining the two first to signify the same 
with the last, only that they regard the mortal remains 
as represented to our finite sense, while the latter relate 
to the spiritual essence, whose feelings and nature we 
are unable to wholly understand, and which is, there«« 
fore, not entered into or explained to us. That the day 
* of judgment will be the final destruction of the spirit of 
evil and sorrow to all, rather than a prolongation of 

o 
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torture through life eternal, is more than hinted at in 
sereral passages of Scripture. St. Paul, in his first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, in exhorting the brethren to 
reprove the incestuous person, bids them ^^ Deliver such 
an one to Satan for the destruction of the fleshy diat the 
SFiniT.may be saved in the day qf the Lord JesusJ* 
It is here evident that delivering one over to Satam does 
not embrace the idea of destruction eternal, as it is ex- 
pressly added, ^' that the spirit maj be saved in the daj 
of the Lord Jesus/' On that last awful day, then, the 
Apostle must have understood that there was redemp- 
tion to be hoped for, even for one delivered over to 
Satan, and of whose crime he speaks in terms of the 
keenest reprobation and censure ; but who, by the ^^ de- 
struction of the flesh," (or overcoming the dominion q{ 
sin,) might yet obtain pardon through the mercy and 
mediation of his Redeemer* And in the same £pistle 
*f when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written. Death is 
swallowed up in victory/' The rebellious spirits are 
already in the hand of God* Did he consider their 
chastisement alone as a sufficient triumph for his Al- 
mighty power, the only further " victory" which remains 
is the utter extinctiouy not augmented punUhmentf o/*Sin 
iiself which, having preceded death in its entrance into 
being, will also precede its annihilation, as it is thus 
written, ** The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
deathJ^ Now as death entered the world through sin, 
and was decreed for the punishment of that great enemy 
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to God, it b dear that if death is disarmed as the Insi 
tnemj/ that remains, An can no longer exist; and if the 
dominion of sin is utterly annihilated, there can be '^lo 
necessity for, nor will there be, a world of torrtnre and 
everlastings fire. 

Pridey the first cause of evil — the stain of the spirit, 
ated inherent ih man, leads him to deny indignantly all 
credence to the assertion that he can be degraded to a 
lower sphere of animal existence. His relation to the 
brute species, therefore, and the trmumigration ofioulif 
(as such varying changes iii the scale of creation are 
generally denominated,) is acknowledged and admitted 
by few/ Indeed in no way does man more convincingly 
prove the affinity of his nature to the spirit of evil, thaii 
by his treatment of these — his fellow sufferers in an un- 
worthy caiise. Did the countless thousands who cause- 
lessly inflict pain, and wantonly torture those who shoXild 
rather claim their pity and protection, think on the just 
retribution it may one day be their fate to experience, 
surely would the sordid spirit of self-interest, if not the 
heaven-born angel of mercy, induce them to pause ere 
they refine upon cruelties, whose utility they may be as-* 
sured they will infinitely doubt, when in their turn they 
are compelled to undergo the fiery ordeal. But it is de- 
manded, ^* If these spirits are to work out their salvation 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Chriist," is one essential to this 
point; how is the lion or the scorpion, the hyena or the 
asp, to learn this requisite, or acknowledge this Lord, the 
mysteiy of whose being is incomprehensible, even to 
Man in all the plenitude of his lordly power and supe- 
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ri<^ sagacity V «" O je of MMe faith !'' What is the dMIU 
cuk or ]the impossible to Him who has created the starry 
heayen and rerolving earth f Before the woe4nuig^ 
reign of time draws to a close, each sptri/ will hare on* 
dergone its appointed trial in the shape of man; and tiiose 
who, having disgraced even the human nature, were re. 
wumded to their Jiret stage of trial, will, by that period, 
have softened and ameliorated their savage nature, until 
they become worthy of the mercy offered to the remainder 
of the redeemed host. For the spirit (or the "soul'') 
of a Nero, a Catiline, or a Borgia-^what punishment was 
there so fitting as to be degraded to tiie sphere of diose 
beasts whose savage ferocity it was their pride to imitate, 
their triumph to exceed f Even these turbulent spirits, 
however, a long course of punishment and endurance 
may quelle andJead once more, in true humility (tf soul, 
to the feet of their Maker, to own their transgressions, 
and mpplicate for pardon* Thus we are told, thai be« 
fore the laetday, *^ every creature which is in heaven, or 
on the cartkj or tmder the earthy and euch as are in the 
seasy* will proclaim " blessing, and honour, and glory, to 
Him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the lamb for et)er 
and ever*** Ere that day, then, each spirit which am^ 
mates every creature in heaven, on earth, under the earthy 
or in the seaSf must have knelt to his Maker and blest 
his God-— must have cast off the film of mortality and 
error, before the radiant blaze of light and truth, and re- ^ 
claimed his obedience to the laws of the Eternal, who 
alone " sitteth on the throne ;" and owned the Messiah, 

* Revelations of St John the divine, chap. v. vene 13. 
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who alone m '^ &e lamb** tob^ glerffied ^ ibr «rdi' atd 
ever.*' That a change, a teost aslonishingr chab^e» will 
take plaoe before ibat day in tbe diqpoflition and hibttt 
of all beings at present created, is etpressly asrieited bj 
tbe in^>ired prophet of old, who, in speaking ^ Cbl^i8l'* 
peaceable kingdom, says that *^ the wolf also e^all dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie ddwn with Hao 
kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fhflifig to* 
geiher> and- a little diild shall lead them ; and the G<Mr 
and the bear shall feed ; their young ones ihall Ue down 
together; and the Kan shaUeai Hraw Kkethe ox; imd 
the audding child shall play in the hole of the asp, aAd 
the weaned child shall put his hand m the cockatrice den* 
Ihey shall not httrt or destroy in all niy holy mountain j 
Jbr they shall be Jnll &f the knowledge of the Lordj as 
the waters cover the sea."* What change must not be 
effected in the disposition of all living, ere the lion can 
eat straw like Ac ox, or the earth be full of the laune^ 
ledge of the Lord ! and were th^ lion ol* the lamb a mere 
thing of clay, divested of all instinct or understsinding, 
would they be deemed worthy of knowing the Lord ; or 
were they to return to utter annihilation, could they be 
gifted with language and power to proclaim << blessings 
and honour and glory" to their God f It i^ dius sei£. 
evident, that before that day, which will behold hoary* 
headed Tune sidk to eternal rest in the artns of the chaos 
from whence he rose, not only shall all nations come to 
worriiip before him,t but even the misanest of creatures 
shall acknowledge his existence, and proclaim his sway ; 
and the total change of disposition whidi is displayed by 

* Isaiah, chap. xi. vene 6 to 9. t RevelatioDiy chap. xv. verse 4. 



ttie blood-4hirstj Hon living^ like the peaceful ox^ eri- 
dence that the close of the rei^ of time will equally be- 
hold the emancipation of all Hying from the dominion of 
sin. When the wolf ceases to raren on the blood of the 
lamb) and the leopard gazes tranquilly on the timid and 
helpless kid— when man ceases to prey on his fellow- 
man, and crime ceases to distinguish ntor^a/tly— theii shall 
the spirit of peace and purity proclaim the triumph of 
eternity over time— of mercy over vengeance*^— of God 
over Sin, and the thronged gates of heaven resound with 
hymns of ecstacy and songs of praise from spirits worthy 
of their original place beside the throne of the Most High, 
purified from the taint of guilt — freed from their prison- 
house of dust, and once more permitted to participate in 
all the joys of an endless, glorious beatitude ! ** Oh 
grave, where is thy victory! — oh death, where is thy 
sting !" 

The last argument urged to disprove the formation of ] 
Man having originated in the Spirit of Evil, is that the 
offending legions having all sinned at one time, in the 
commission of one act, could not have increased in 
number since that period ; as the eventful moment which 
witnessed their transgression, witnessed also their expul- 
sion from Heaven and imprisonment on earth ; whereas 
the number of Man increased progressively from the 
commencement of time until the Deluge, and from that 
period will probably continue until the end of the world, 
increasing in a still more rapid ratio. Fronn whence, 
then (it is asked) proceed those spirits which now ani- 
mate so many forms; but which previously appear to 
have found no forms to animate % It has already been 




explained that the erring spirits neither could inci^easd 
nor diminish with the lapse of ages — ^their guilt, theit 
punishment, and their immortality were common to all ; 
and when precipitation from heaven to earth became 
their doom, the only difference in their fate consisted id 
the various shapes assigned to each* The whole universe 
was one vast desert, in which two only appeared endowed 
with human form ; but as experience, or attentive obser- 
vation of the laws of nature can fully teach us, the ab- 
sence of man is always concomitant with the abundance 
of animal life in other shapes ; and thus although Adam 
and Eve roved in the garden of Eden, the only two 
gifted with attributes superior to the living world around 
them; we nowhere learn that two alone of any other 
kind were created at the same period ; on the contrary, 
the fowls of the air, the beasts of the field, and the 
fishes of the sea, moved simultaneously on the face of 
the earth at the command of God ; and the absence of 
Man left only a freer range to the eagle or the serpent — 
the mammoth or the leviathan. 

The forfeiture of Eden, however, entailed upon Man 
the necessity of earning his sustenance by his own toil ; 
and as the chase supplied his wants with a quicker re- 
turn than the earth, under the slow progress of tillage^ 
bis destroying hand thinned the air, the waters, or the 
forest, and set many spirits free to assume that likeness 
which each hour he but further disgraced and degraded. 
Hecatombs were slaughtered as man multiplied, and 
there is no difficulty in accounting for the increase of 
spirits clothed in human shape, when we thus reflect on 
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tiM decrease of numben in other animel forms. The 
SeliigOy however, at once reduced tfiese erring beings to 
a SMise of terror and bamiiitj. Divested of a form of a 
home, or of a resting place, thej wandered over the 
fitce of the waters in darkness, chaos, and despair, until 
once more permitted to return to the sphere which erst 
was their bitterest punishment, and which thej ever c<m« 
tinned' to render a scene of pain, suffering, and des<rfa« 
lion. The increase of Man after the Deluge appears to 
have banished many animal beings entirely from crea- 
tion ; as we no longer see, although we oft^i hear, and 
read of those singular and enormous frames and petri* 
factions which the learned now class under the deno- 
mination of antediluvian animals, and which excite the 
greatest speculation and reflection in the mind of the 
naturalist and the philosopher. War, murder, and de- 
struction, have invariably thinned some portions of the 
globe, in proportion to the increase of others ; and the 
thinly inhabited hamlet, swelled to the populous city, 
only evidences the destruction of many animals who 
have thus been permitted to vary their forms in assum- 
ing the garb of humanity. 

It is derogatory to the pride of man to believe himself 
tiius closely allied to that sphere of existence which he 
has always considered as formed but for his convenience, 
and subjected to every cruelty qind indignity widi whidi 
a wretched captive race can be visited ; still more in- 
dignantly does he start from the idea of tracing his 
origin to that evil and vicious spirit to whose influence 
he is ever willing to attribute his crimes or his errors } 
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without acknowledging it to form wholly and essentially 
the FIRST Cause to which he at all owed his material 
Being. It is wounding to the '' Lord and Master of 
Creation/* to own himself incorporate wiih^ and actu^ 
ally part of that Spirit who labours under the ban of 
heayen, and is the curse of earth, the pity and scorn of 
his once fellow-angels, the abhorrence and contempt of 
hb sovereign and his God, and the terror of an universe, 
the only blot on whose fair creation is his blood-stained, 
guilty existence ! Time, however, is gradually performr 
ing its work of punishment, and futurity will see it enter 
on the task of amendment. Reason and Truth, shed'* 
ding their radiant halos over minds long bound in the 
iron fetters of pride and ignorance, aid in the glorious 
work of emancipating man from that dark influence 
which clouded his brighter destiny when soaring as an 
im!material being in the heights and depths of eternity; 
they admonish him to weigh well all facts and argu* 
ments before he persists in an unbelief, which may cost 
him ages, of suffering to atone for; and pause with 
becoming humility ere he assumes to himself (not* 
withstanding his bounded comprehension,) power to 
discuss dogmatically the tenets, or decide on the fit- 
ness and unfitness of a faith, which offers him a vo«' 
luntary choice between salvation or perdition — heaven 
above or earth beneath : trials, which, like the hydra*s 
heads, are only overcome to be again renewed, or 
peace which passeth all understanding, and will for 
ever endure. The analogy of his nature with that of 
Satan, they bid him trace, by recapitulating the count* 
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less stains with which his history, from its earliest com- 
mencement, is blotted. The cruelty, not only of mon- 
sters whose glaring deeds throw a softening* shade over 
acts of guilt which only sink into insignificancy in so 
fearful a comparison, (such for instance as a Cain or a 
Caligula,) but which displays itself inherent in the gene« 
ral nature of man, from the infant in his childish play, to 
the murderer and his victim, or the soldier and his cap- 
tive. The bigotry, not only of a Mary of England, but 
the marked feature of many of even the Ministers of Ood 
which lighted the blazing pile in days of old, for the sa- 
crifice of saints and martyrs, and which even now consigns 
the innocent widow to the torturing flames of a Hindoo 
Suttee. The bhodthirstiness not of an Alexander,. but 
which distinguished thousands of heroes and conquerors, 
with their tens of thousands of followers, whom the cries 
of conquered millions have proclaimed pre-eminent over 
the rest of their kind ; and linked the glory, admiration, 
and envy of mankind to deeds of blood and ruthless 
ferocity, which would shame any but spirits dyed in the 
deepest hue of guilt, whose perverted bosoms alone 
could deoree wreaths of laurel to reward acts of direst 
perfidy and atrocity, and bid the trump of fame echo in 
praise of those who merit but abhorrence and execration. 
What avails it to continue longer the humiliating com- 
parbon ? Ye who read, examine the recesses of your 
own breasts, or look attentively in the world around 
you — 'Uot to the acts of some villain of higher rank, 
or prouder fame — not to a Judas, a Robespierre, an 
Arnold, or a Marat ; but to the immediate sphere which 
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every day meets your eye, and strikes upon your heart ; 
which, drawn from each secluded covert, flashes con* 
viction on the unwilling mind, and stamps, in burning 
characters, the degenerate nature of Man! — Truth! be* 
nign and merciful spirit ! turn not away from this den of 
crime and maze of iniquity ! Tell of the hope that yet 
remains of emancipation — proclaim the fountain which 
yet can wash away all stains— <;heer the faint and sink- 
ing heart by leading it to the foot of that holy cross, 
whose awful sacrifice has abridged all suffering, from the 
duration of eternity to the fleeting passage of time ; and 
while reason enforces the bitter lesson of degradation, 
and tramples on the pride yet struggling for undue do- 
minion, point thou, with persuasive majesty, to regions 
where a tear has never flowed, and a sigh was never 
breathed; where successive hours are marked but by 
brighter enjoyments; where Man — frail, suffering Man— ^ 
will be lost in the glory of the Archangel, and the crea- 
ture of clay and dust, resuming hb immateriality^ re- 
stored to his original sphere^ and absolved from his sub- ', 
sequent guilt, will stand at the right hand of the Eternal, ' 
to whom, with passionate gratitude and love, the halle-> 
iujahs and thanksgivings of millions, redeemed from 
bitterest woe, to surpassing and never ending felicity, 
will proclaim blessing, and honour, and glory, for ever 
and for ever ! Amen. 
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